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The
kids are
buying in

Summer
ends with
old/new
school
yacht party

Principal Kristy Moody
William Walker

BY LAURA MULROONEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Growth.
Improvement.
Support.
Vulnerability.
Community. These are a
few of the values Kristy
Moody, new principal at
Fairmount Park Elementary, is selling to the students and families, and
according to her, they are
buying.
Moody has set clear
boundaries for the students: “We come here to
learn, no wasting time.”
Along with other elementary schools in the
area, this will be the inaugural year for Eureka Math
curriculum from Great
Minds, which strives to
connect math to the real
world through logical progression and in ways that
take the fear out of math
and build student confidence.
Moody introduced Eureka at her previous school,
Doug Jamerson Elementary, and has witnessed
amazing results.
In addition to Eureka,
Moody has implemented
curriculum from the American Reading Program, a
program where she says
the children can see themselves in the text, where
they can learn about the
world.
“Curriculum is mirrors
and windows. It’s important
to see color and culture as
See FAIRMOUNT, page 7

A new state-of-the-art full service salon will be open to the public in October
offering low cost services, such as skin care treatments by budding estheticians
such as 20-year-old Raven Pendola, pictured, working on fellow
student Kimberly Graham with help from Instructor Shereka Solomon.



BY MARLO SCOTT
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The cosmetology program just got a little
larger at the St. Petersburg campus of Pinellas
Technical College (PTC)
with the addition of the
Facial Specialty course.
Whether you’re adding

to your resume or starting off in the cosmetology field, this short
certificate program will
make you more viable in
the growing beauty industry.
The Facial Specialty
program is a 260-hour
course that will take approximately three to four

months to complete.
Upon completion a student will have the knowledge and skillset to take
the Florida state board
examination.
With a license in
hand, a skin care specialist, also called an esthetician, has the options of
working in a salon, a spa,

for a dermatologist, become a makeup artist or
even a beauty editor for a
magazine or blog.
The Bureau of Labor
Statistics projected an
employment growth of
12 percent from 2014 to
2024, which is faster than
the average for all occuSee FACIAL, pages 8

New leadership team for 5-year poverty
reduction plan in south St. Pete
BY GYPSY C.
GALLARDO
CEO, The 2020 Plan

ST. PETERSBURG –
The 2020 Plan to reduce
poverty in south St. Petersburg celebrated two
new milestones this August: The installation of
five new members to its
core leadership team,
and the graduation of its
third “class” of parents
who are solidly on a
pathway out of poverty,
thanks to the 2020 Family Wrap Around program at the Pinellas
Opportunity Council.

The 2020 Plan was
officially launched in
2015 as a five-year “collective impact” initiative
to reduce the poverty
rate by 30 percent in
south St. Petersburg by
the year 2020. It hails as
the largest poverty reduction plan happening
in the State of Florida.
Since then, over 100
organizations
have
pitched in to reach the
goal. Their combined
Dr. Yvonne Scruggs Leftwich, left, and
efforts have so far
Gypsy C. Gallardo
helped 620 people to increase their incomes, in- who’ve already exited ners.
cluding nearly 130 men, poverty through the proThe group is also
women and children grams of 2020 Plan part-

BY JEFFREY ZANKER
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Born and bred in St. Pete,
William Walker started a
business out of love for his
hometown.
“It is the prettiest city
around,” Walker, 52, said.
As owner of the local
tour company Skyway
Tours
and
Charters,
Walker has been given bus
tours throughout the St.
Pete area since last year.
The tours bring the eager
on an historical tour
through downtown. He
takes passengers through
downtown from its mural
lined streets, local breweries and wineries up to
the beaches.
His goal, Walker said, is
getting tourists and locals
the feel of the city through
its history.
“Without the history,
you don’t know why we’re
here,” he said. “Keeping
history going is our goal.”
Walker strives to meld
local history with entertainment. He remembers
the five-and-dime business
stores, the green benches
and watching many Blaxploitation films such as
“Blacula” and “Coffy” at
the State Theatre on Central Avenue. Though just a
kid, Walker recalls the
street vividly when driving
down them.
“Just the memory of
watching “Blackenstein”
helps give a lived-in experience,” he said.
Most of his passengers
come from out-of-state
eager to see the city, while
residents help out with

See POVERTY, page 9

See PARTY, page 3
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COMMUNITY NEWS
No more feel good politics
Dear Editor:
I marvel in the fact that
even though the book of
Proverbs was probably
written during the period
sometime between 930950 B.C., it appears that
King Solomon and other
writers of the book are sitting in the midst of our
contemporary times.
The writings within the
book of Proverbs serve as
a constant reminder that
even though our troubles
and our failures can over
whelm us, what is clear is
that there is nothing new
under the sun.
When those who profess to believe in the Word
take that understanding to
heart, it should come easier as leaders to understand the challenges we
face when we accept the
calling to lead God’s people. Whether we accept
that calling from the pulpit, recreation center, not
for profit or from the
streets, God has done his
part even before the dawn
of time.
During the August Primary election, Wengay
Newton and Darryl Rouson won their elections
and will more than likely
prevail in the November
general elections. Congratulations to them both!
Whether we as constituents voted for them or
not, we must pay them the
respect in that they were
the choices of the people.
Inherent within that respect, we as a community
must not send them to Tal-

lahassee with an agenda
crafted by them alone.
Simply electing our
representatives, congratulating them and then reverting back to our
comfortable places of complacency has not served
this community well.
While we can always point
to a victory here or there,
it is time that those of us
who carry the titles of
leaders understand that
when we constantly find
ourselves, as a community,
the benefactors of mere
drippings of public funds,
victims of failed redevelopment efforts, our children
receiving a less than quality education in many instances, it is time for those
who lead to take a step
back and take some lessons from the overarching
theme of wisdom from the
book of Proverbs.
One scripture in particular comes to mind is
Proverbs 14:23, which
states that in all labor
there is profit, but mere
talk leads to poverty.
In our perspective
roles as leaders, we often
find ourselves in conversations with those who will
merely tell us what it is we
want to hear, not necessarily what we need to hear.
That is for good reason—
it simply feels better!
As leaders within our
community we must move
away from feel good politics. While the short-term
gain may feel good now,
the long-term results of
feel good politics never

Yeshitela honored for 1966
removal of racist mural

has and never will bring a
quality education for our
children.
Feel good politics will
not ensure that redevelopment efforts in Midtown
produce substantive socioeconomic outcomes for
the residents and businesses within its boundaries. Feel good politics
will not result in a community that creates opportunities for early childhood
education programs to
thrive.
The NAACP is once
again calling on elected officials, anointed officials
and appointed officials to
assemble in a closed door
session for the purpose of
developing an agenda that
is in the best interest of
this community!
Please reply by email
at
mariascruggs_weston@yahoo.com or call
me at (727) 798-5361! I will
forward your email to
Brother John Muhammad’s survey to identify a
mutually agreeable meeting time.
Maria L. Scruggs
President, St. Petersburg Chapter NAACP

ST. PETERSBURG —
Omali Yeshitela (formerly known as Joseph
Waller) will be honored in
an evening reception
where he will tell the
story of the 1966 protest
that culminated in his
tearing down of the racist
mural that once hung in
St. Petersburg’s City Hall.
The event will take
place at Akwaaba Hall at
the Uhuru House, 1245
18th Ave. S, next Tuesday, Sept. 13 at 6 p.m.
Yeshitela, now Chairman of the African People’s Socialist Party, will
reveal his plans to
counter the city’s current
attempt “to co-opt the
issue of the racist mural
and undermine its significance for the African
community of St. Petersburg and the U.S.”
Fifty years ago
Yeshitela was a local
leader of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee
(SNCC).
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Along with other SNCC
members he removed the
mural on December 29,
1966. The mural was seen
by the African community as “bitterly representing the place that black
people were relegated to
in this city,” as one observer explained.
Yeshitela and the local
SNCC branch had repeatedly petitioned the city in
writing to remove the
mural that had been displayed on the stairwell of
City Hall since the early
1940s.
The mural depicted
caricatures of African
people playing music on
the beach for white revelers, “in the most despicable, derogatory manner,”
stated Yeshitela.
For that bold act in
defense of black dignity
Yeshitela was sentenced
to five years on multiple
felony
charges
and
served two and a half
years in prison.
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The space on the wall
has remained empty
since Yeshitela tore the
mural down.
While an article in
the Tampa Bay Times in
June reported that the
city’s public arts committee tasked with replacing
the mural was going to
“extend a personal invitation to the man who removed it,” Yeshitela
confirmed that he has not
been contacted by the
committee or the city.
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to the public and is an opportunity for all those
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his bold action and his
continued life-long work
for justice and liberation
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him.
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will be served.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Yacht party Sept. 16
From PARTY, page 1

their own insights like the
old St. Pete High School
on Mirror Lake Drive that
still has its former title
posted in the building.
“This kind of feedback
also helps enrich the
tour,” Walker said.
Walker has scheduled
an end of summer party
Sept. 16 to bring the community together and to
show them not just the
city’s outward scenery,
but the beauty of its roots
as well.
“It’s a coming out
party,” Walker said. “I
want to give St. Pete
something to do.”
He’s calling it the
“End
of
Summer
Groove”, and will be held
on a three-deck, 180-foot
Starship Dining Cruise on
Tampa Bay. The party will
have three live entertainment performances, one
on each floor.
“Three parties all in
one,” Walker said. “We
will mix old school jam
with the new school

sexy.”
The first floor gets the
party mood going with
old school funk provided
by local DJ party starter
aka DarknLovely of club
Atlanta.
The second floor
starts to sing with a live
performance from local
singer Cleo Heart and her
band, accompanied by DJ
Spice playing soca/reggae music in the other.
The third floor will be
set off on the upper deck,
where DJ Bstackz will be
captivating the line dance
energy and line dancers
from all over the state will
be stepping out as they
cruise around Tampa
Bay.
Walker hopes the
party will help establish
his company by bringing
out older folks into the
bay. Another goal, Walker
said, is that younger people can socialize with the
older folks.
“We are looking for a
mature party here,” he

said.
If the “End of Summer
Groove” yacht party is
successful, Walker plans
to continue having yacht
parties at the end of each
season.
“There is fun for
everyone,” he said.
The yacht will be stationed at the Port of St.
Pete on 250 8th Ave. S.E.
Boarding time begins at 9
p.m. and the yacht sets
sails at 9:30 onto the bay.
The party will continue
until 1 a.m.
General admission is
$49, with group rates
available for $39 for five
or more people. VIP tickets are $75. Tickets must
be purchased in advance
online.
Tickets are available
online at http://y2kyacht.eventbrite.com. For
more info or schedule a
tour, call 727-520-2968 or
850-212-5712. Visit Skyway Tours website at
www.stpetetour.com
See ad on page 4.
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Witchard family reunion
packs Uhuru House
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Shai’robia
Witchard
started a Facebook page
in May to reach out to family members in New York,
Illinois, Kentucky and
Georgia to plan her first
family reunion.
“A lot of people were
very excited about it since
we hadn’t had one in a
while,” said Shai’robia,
who admitted she had
never been to a family reunion.
As the younger family
members began to contact
her on the family page,
she still needed help to
reach out to her grandmother’s generation. Help
arrived from Chicago family member Mark Shabazz
who teamed up with
Shai’robia to contact as
many elders of the family
as possible.
The family reunion was
originally slated to be held

at Lake Vista Park this
past Saturday, but after
Hurricane
Hermine
dumped so many inches of
water on the area, Shai’robia had to find a dryer
venue for the reunion, and
the Uhuru House located
on 18th Avenue South was
all too accommodating.
“It’s 14 of us, eight
boys and six girls,” said
Julia
Witchard,
the
grandaunt and sister to
Shai’robia’s grandmother.
The youngest child, Dan
Witchard, is 48 years old,
and the elder child is 69
years old, Mary Jones.
“I grew up right here
on 9th Street in St. Pete,”
said
Rose
Boynton,
Shai’robia’s grandmother.
Boynton’s sister Julia grew
up in St. Pete and Orlando.
The Kentucky faction
with two dozen or more
family members arrived in
two groups. Family members also arrived from Atlanta, other parts of Florida
and from around the country. The younger family

members sat around a
huge poster drawing area
where they wrote messages and drew pictures.
After family grace, people lined up for a feast consisting of fried fish,
chicken, ribs, hamburgers, macaroni and cheese,
spaghetti, greens, string
beans and white potatoes
and green and brown cupcakes that were arranged
in the form of a family tree.
“I worked to put this together,” said Shai’robia,
glowing proudly as she
pointed out her creative
handy work.
The preparation of
bringing together family
members from across the
United States for a huge
dinner on Saturday and a
church service on Sunday
left Shai’robia exhausted,
but she admits she’s looking forward to the next reunion…but probably not
all the hard work.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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Come celebrate the 35th anniversary
of the Enoch Davis Center
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Enoch Davis Center
will be celebrating 35
years of service in south
St. Petersburg Tuesday,
Sept 13. Members of the
community and different
organizations are invited
out to celebrate 35 years
of success.
A tour of the facility
will begin at 3 p.m., and
the recognition program
will start promptly at 5
p.m. with local dignitaries
bringing greetings to the
community.
The opening ceremony will be presided
over by saxophonist and
current Advisory Council
President Henry Ash-

wood, and a photo exhibit
entitled “Through Our
Eyes” created by students
from Melrose Elementary School will be on display.
During the remainder
of the anniversary week
the public is invited to attend the following classes
and activities available at
the center:
• Wednesday, Sept. 14
at 5 p.m. — Yoga Classes
led by Clayton Sizemore
of New York
• Thursday, Sept. 15
at 5 p.m. — Sit in on the
ACT program and rehearsal of the Alumni
Singers
• Friday, Sept. 16 at 5
p.m. — Play chess with
the Knights of Knowledge
• Saturday, Sept. 17
from 10-1 p.m. — Closing

celebration “Pamper St.
Pete” will includes local
businesses
service
providers, mid-day meals,
free information, health
goodies, activities, massages and more. All are
welcome!
The Enoch Davis Center is a city operated community service center
that opened in 1981. The
center was constructed
with federal and local
funds to bring social services and an enhanced
sense of dignity to the five
surrounding neighborhoods.
This event is an annual expression of appreciation to the center’s
faithful participants and
supporters. For more information, please call 727893-7134.

In the spotlight are children
available for adoption
One Church One Child
of Florida is a faith-based,
501(c) 3 organization operating statewide in partnership with the Department
of Children and Families
and local community based
lead agencies and their
providers to help raise
awareness and recruit
adoptive and foster families
for children in local communities.
One Church One Child
of Florida also recruits
churches to partner in supporting local children in
foster care through Church
Watch-Care
Ministries.
Rev. Beverly H. Lane, of
Tampa, serves as President
for Florida’s One Church
One Child State Board of
Directors and Regional
Vice-President for National
One Church One Child and
helps in leading the charge
across the state to find both
permanent and temporary
homes for Florida’s children in foster care.
The reality is that over
50 percent of the children
who need a permanent family are minorities. The series continues featuring
children all over Florida
who are waiting in foster
care for a forever loving
family to call their own.
September’s children are
highlighted in this article.
Continue to pray for them
and consider making them
a part of your family
through adoption or a part
of your church through
Project Watch-Care, for
support and mentoring.
Joseph, 12
Joseph is a thoughtful,
big-hearted kid. If he could
choose to change one thing

Joseph and Patrick, generosity in spades.
Photo courtesy of Pezz Photo

about the world it would be
to end people stereotyping
one another. He is funny
and easygoing and loves to
read.
If Joseph isn’t reading
or sleeping he’s playing
basketball, and his ultimate
goal is to play professionally. Although he’s not too
sure about plane travel,
Joseph wants to have some
adventures in life, and
thinks it would be awesome
to find the Lost World of Atlantis.
He looks up to his big
brother Patrick because
he’s kind and caring, and
he’s looking forward to
being part of a forever family that he can talk to when
he has a question or problem.
Patrick, 16
Patrick is a very
earnest, respectful young
man with a heart of gold.
He’s very intelligent and
loves to read, especially science-fiction novels such as
“Marco’s Millions.” He
doesn’t share his little
brother’s aversion to flying,
and would love to have that
experience, especially if the

plane takes him to Paris!
He’s into all kinds of
music and likes to play
video games. Patrick can
often seem serious and reserved, but he has a very
silly side, too! When he
grows up he’d like to either
be a photographer or a
therapist, and if he could be
famous for anything it’d be
for authoring a popular
book series.
These guys crave the
warmth and support of a
forever family. They’d
thrive in a two-parent home
as the only children or with
other brothers. They have
so much potential and so
much love to give!
If you are interested in
knowing more about Joseph
and Patrick and other children in foster care available
for adoption, or if you would
like to become a foster parent,
mentor, partner or volunteer,
please contact LaKay Fayson,
recruitment coordinator for
One Church One Child of
Florida at (813) 740-0210 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
Log on to www.ococfl.org
for more information.
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A heart in two places!

New principal, new attitude
From FAIRMOUNT, page 1

a positive thing, not
something that’s ignored,” believes Moody.
“I am who I am. I can
name who I am culturally.
Different cultures need to
be appreciated and celebrated in school.”
The new reading program incorporates science content into its
lessons. Historically, science has not been the
greatest
school’s
strength, but children
tend to look at assignments scientifically, and
this program is one way
to link all subjects together.
“This way of learning
makes the work interesting, not like old school
boring text book, we can
implement all the subjects into one learning experience,” said Moody.
While the elementary
scholars are learning new
curriculum, Moody is
spending the majority of
her time in the classrooms, learning who the
students are, where they
come from, who their siblings are and making it a
point to address each student by their names when
passing them in the hallways.
When asked by the
students how she knows
their names, her reply is
simple: “That’s my job.”
Her biggest challenge
is the little things, she
knows the students and
staff will do well with her
guidance, but it’s the little
things that she needs to
work on.
“I like to know every
student’s name, I like to
know the building, I like
to know who the kids are

and who their siblings
are. The challenge is
building that community
and connecting them all
together.
“I learn every day,”
admitted Moody. “The
biggest piece of being the
principal is being the connector. You don’t have to
have the answers, you
just need to know who to
ask so that everyone and
everything is in the right
place.”
Moody said the kids
are buying in, so they
keep growing and improving.
When it comes to disciplinary issues, Moody
has noticed that sometimes it’s easier for students to act like the
naughty kid than the kid
that needs help.
“Sometimes kids need
to learn that school is a
safe place and they can be
vulnerable. When kids
make mistakes those are
teachable moments,” explained Moody. “Kids
want to do the right thing;
some need more coaching and support than others.”
Moody is working on
the school’s support
structure so that the children can focus on learning and not on the things
that they worry about.
Building that support
structure involves including the community and
growing the village, believes Moody.
“Schools belong to the
community, I want people
to feel like this is their
school, they are welcome
here,” said Moody. “A lot
of families have felt there
is a distance between

them and the school system; they haven’t been
welcomed to the school
before.”
Moody implores parents to become more engaged. “It’s your child;
come and advocate for
them.”
She is also tapping
into her connections at
Jamerson Elementary,
where a handful of her 25
new staff members will
shadow veteran teachers,
share curriculum, ideas
and make the village bigger.
“I have some amazing
people here and I’m tapping into their strengths,”
said Moody. “I do my
work in a way that every
child gets what I expect
for my own children.”
Students are most important and schools are
here to serve the students, believes Moody.
“We’re not perfect and we
want to do better than the
day before.”
Fairmount Park Elementary is in need of the
community’s help. Volunteers are needed to share
their talents and help integrate the school into
the community.
Parents are invited to
attend a series of family
events to learn about the
new American Reading
100 Book Challenge Program and how to be a
home reading coach.
Other school information
will be shared at these
events.
For more information
contact Fairmount Park
Elementary at (727) 8932132 or visit their website
www.pcsb.org/Page/47


 
  
     
   
    
    
  
   
    
  
   
 
 
   

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
As the Tampa Bay area
dries up and put the ordeal
of Hurricane Hermine behind them, St. Petersburg
resident Dominique Burney
continues to grieve for her
hometown in Louisiana.
Louisiana is at the core
of Burney’s being. She was
born and raised there,
specifically in a little town
outside Baton Rouge called
Baywood.
It is country and rural,
but it is also a tight-knit community. Baywood has an unofficial neighborhood watch
where most people know
each other and are in some
way connected. Grateful
that the Tampa Bay area
was spared a direct hit from
Hermine, her heart is heavy
for the people in Louisiana.
“There are times that I
feel helpless to my people in
Louisiana. Like any other
place, it has its share of challenges. There are different
types of people with various
beliefs who are family oriented, hardworking and it’s
a peaceful place to call
home,” said Burney.
In August, that peace
was disturbed when a major
storm system traveled
through the southern
parishes of Louisiana and
dumped 31 inches of rain in
a 15-hour time span. A
weather forecast discussion
from the National Weather
Service in New Orleans said
that the moisture content in
the atmosphere was higher
than what has been observed there during some
tropical cyclones. It was
even close to an all-time
record for the area, they
added.

When that much moisture is available in the atmosphere, thunderstorms
can produce excessive rainfall of several inches in a single hour, leading to
astronomical totals over
time.
“It flooded the areas that
I call home,” said Burney.
“Friends and families were
displaced, their possessions
destroyed and homes ruined. Many of them barely
escaped with the clothes on
their backs. They literally
have nothing.”
Burney said some of her
family and friends were
renters and are now faced
with having to find housing
outside the area they once
lived. Most were homeowners, however, who now have
the daunting task of gutting
and cleaning their homes
without the assistance of
flood or homeowner’s insurance.
“The flooding took away
security and peace along
with possessions and loved
ones.”
For Burney, her husband Akeen and their children, St. Petersburg is now
home, but a part of their
heart and family is still in
Louisiana. She is reminded
through friends and family
on Facebook of the stench
of the water, the wildlife
within it, the damage to
their homes, the long lines
for aid, the atrocities of the
organizations sent to help
and a feeling that the rest of
the country has abandoned
them.
Many comment on how
it seemed as though the
media outside of Louisiana
did not do much to report
the disaster. It hurts because she loves her people
there.

Those that are gutting
their homes are in standing
water and being exposed to
mosquitos and various diseases. They are in need of
mosquito repellant, mold removing products, building
materials, etc. Not to mention basic necessities such
as clothes, shoes, undergarments of all sizes, baby
items (diapers, formula, bottles, comfort things) and
cleaning supplies (mops,
buckets, bleach, etc.)
“Thankfully these are a
resilient people who bounce
back from anything, but
they need our help,” she
said.
It is Burney’s goal to
send as many donations of
needed items as possible to
area churches serving as
distribution centers directly
to the people affected. Many
of those same churches are
offering hot meals around
the clock for people fixing
homes and trying to put
their lives back together.
Her hope is that the folks in
the Tampa Bay area will answer the call to donate supplies to help families in
Louisiana, if for no other
reason than it could have
been us.
To donate, contact Dominique Burney at 727-3330347
or
cajunmadame26@gmail.com.

Hurrican Hermine brought flooding to MLK Street for days.

   
      
BUSINESS DIRECTORY



Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

 

 


 




SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Start a new career in three months at PTC
From FACIAL, page 1

pations. This growth is
driven primarily by women
clients – although men are
increasingly seeking skin
care specialists to battle the
appearance of aging.
“It’s a good program
and it’s shorter so it doesn’t
take long to receive your
certification so you can go
out into the workforce and
begin making money,” said
Skin Care Specialist Instructor Shereka Solomon.
With skin being the
largest organ on the body,
students will not just focus
on the face, but the health
and beautification of the
whole body.
In the Facial Specialty
program, students will learn
manual techniques and mechanical ones, such as how
to work with steamers, light
therapy and microdermabrasion machines. They
will also learn massage
techniques, makeup application, eyelash application
and tinting and hair removal
techniques, such as tweezing, waxing, sugaring and
threading.
Students will be required to learn the science
of skin to fully understand
skin care. They will learn
the about the different layers of skin, proper pH levels, different environmental
elements that affect skin
and diseases and disorders
of skin such as rosacea and
eczema.
A full licensed cosmetologist herself, Solomon said
she is passionate about education and not just for the
students, but for the clients
as well.
“We help to assist in the
overall health of our clients,
but we want them to also
know how to properly
maintain their skin as well.
The most important thing

is at home; proper home
care is where it all starts,”
she said.
Learning to give proper
consultation is also expected
of
students.
Solomon said students
must learn how to listen to
their clients and formulate
a plan to get their clients
back on track.
“Find out their lifestyle,
some of the things they eat
and their activities, and really listen to them to find
out what the root may be,”
said Solomon. “I worked
with a couple of clients
where just small tweaks in
their diet or having a consistent skincare regiment
changed everything for
them.”
Sometimes a client may
need more help than an esthetician can provide, and a
properly trained esthetician
will know when to refer
them to a dermatologist.
Students are also taught
how to apply makeup for
different skin types and
skin tones, facial shapes,
correct flaws and enhance
beauty. They learn color
theory and how to apply
makeup for special occasions such as for the stage
and photo-shoot work.
Solomon teaches her
students how to “learn and
understand and decipher
what makeup type or techniques you want to use
based on the environment
or event you are working.”
Students are not only
taught how to apply make
with different tools, but
how to properly clean those
tools and control infection.
“Sanitation is very important. Bacteria can cause
problems, which can cause
breakouts and skins disorders,” stated Solomon.
Within the 260-hour






course, there is section
dedicated to business
skills to help prepare students for career planning,
growing their skincare
business, selling products
and services and business
and personal money management.
“We want them to
learn technique and to
have skills and be creative,
but we also want them to
be entrepreneurs and
have a great sense of business skills as well,”
Solomon averred.
She said the course really prepares the student
to be business savvy and
to establish and create a
solid business for themselves that will hopefully
build wealth in the community.
“I really want to focus
on the business aspect
and helping them to have
a clear vision and goal setting, teaching them how to
get from point A to point
B,” she said. “We ask students what they are passionate about so we can
come up with a plan so
when they step out of the
door, they hit the ground
running.”
A Florida State University graduate, Solomon
credits the beauty industry
for helping get through college. She was able to set a
work schedule that didn’t
conflict with school and was
able to actually pay for her
classes with the income she
brought in.
“So if you have that certification even if you decide
you want to go to college or
start another business
along those lines, you can
be an entrepreneur or work
for a spa while you’ll get
your education,” she said.
Solomon is putting out

“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”






 

 

  
  




  
  



 
  
  















the call to the community
for help. Unlike other traditional cosmetology programs where students can
work on mannequins, the
Facial Specialty program
needs live skin.
Starting in October,
PTC will be offering low
cost manual and mechanical facials, eyelash application and tinting, hair
removal, makeup application, facial massages and
more. A basic facial and
consultation can take anywhere between 15 and 30

minutes so calling for an appointment is advised, but
walk ins are welcomed.
“We need people to
come in because it helps
the program continue and
the students thrive,” she
said, stating her goal is for
the students to build a clientele while still in school.
Class hours are 7 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m. Monday
through Friday. To quality
for enrollment, a student
must be at least 16 years
old with a high school
diploma or GED.

The cost for the program is $1,783, which includes books, a student kit
and equipment. Students
may be able to get a portion
of the tuition funded by
Youth Connect through Career Source Pinellas.
If you are interested in a
new career as skin care
specialist, or a cosmetologist looking to become
more viable in the beauty
industry, please call 727893-2500 or logon to
pcsb.org/myptc.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2020 Plan Leadership Team
From POVERTY page 1

credited with supporting
collective impact projects
such as the “200 in 2015”
campaign to increase
youth employment and the
“$10 million capital quest”
to raise funding for business capital and capacitybuilding services in order
to grow south St. Pete’s
small business sector.
The 2020 youth employment push nearly doubled the number of teens
earning income and experience last year to 424
youth, while the capitalraising effort – led by the
Tampa Bay Black Business Investment Corporation, the City’s Urban
Affairs Division, the St. Petersburg Chamber and
2020, among others – has
so far raised $2.2 million.
As a result, the partners
more than doubled the
number of aspiring entrepreneurs helped in 2015
and in the year ahead will
intensively support over
200 community entrepreneurs.
Now rounding out its
second year at work in the
community, the 2020 Plan
has expanded its leadership team and added new

partners to the mix.
In addition to founding
core team members who
will continue to guide the
effort – Gypsy Gallardo,
Harvey Landress, Deborah Figgs-Sanders, Pastor
Louis M. Murphy, Sr., and
Dr. Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich – new members of
the core team include Watson Haynes II, Charlotte
Anderson, Michael Jalazo
and Lounell Britt.
Transitioning off the
team this year were Carl
Lavender, Jr. who served
as co-chair for one year,
and Army-retired Lieutenant Colonel Alfredo Anthony.
As part of the new configuration, Deborah FiggsSanders was advanced to
serve as co-chairperson of
the 2020 Plan Taskforce,
alongside Harvey Landress. Funding from Allegany Franciscan Ministries
enabled the group to hire
an executive director for
the first time ever. The role
was filled in February of
this year by Cory Adler,
whose prior positions included Public Affairs Director
for
the
St.
Petersburg Area Chamber

(administering programs
in Government Relations
and Multicultural Diversity
among others), founding
executive director for
Habitat for Humanity, interim executive director
for CASA and most recently, director of development at the Morean Arts
Center.
Adler is currently accepting applications for a
new 2020 Program Manager Position, also funded
by Allegany Franciscan
Ministries.
Separately, City Councilmember Karl Nurse and
Figgs-Sanders jointly serve
as donor advisors to the
2020 Fund, which is
housed at the Community
Foundation of Tampa Bay.
The Fund made eight subgrants to community organizations last year and is
prepping for another
round of sub-grants this
fall.
Loretta Monroe Calvin
recently accepted the role
of Chairperson of 2020’s
Impact St. Pete project to
recruit more bay area corporations to target hiring
and contracting opportunities to community workers

and businesses.
The 2020 Plan continues to attract new partners.
The initiative remains fiscally housed at the Pinellas
County Urban League. A
new office will soon open
at the St. Petersburg College Keane Center on 22nd
Street South.
The 2020 effort is primarily fueled by the funding of Allegany Franciscan
Ministries. Other funding
support has come from the
City of St. Petersburg, the
United Way Suncoast, R’Club Child Care, The
Power Broker Foundation,
the Pinellas Opportunity
Council, Mt Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church and others.
About 2020 Plan
Leadership Team
The five-year push to
reduce poverty is guided
by the 2020 Plan Taskforce
of 50+ members who meet
quarterly. Core team members include the following:
Harvey Landress, CoChair, The 2020 Plan Taskforce, recently retired from
his role as Director of Organizational Development
for R’Club Child Care and
the Louise Graham Regen-

eration Center for seven
years
Deborah D. FiggsSanders, Co-Chair, The
2020 Plan Taskforce,
serves as Executive Director for the Childs Park
YMCA, in St. Petersburg
Cory Adler, Executive
Director, The 2020 Plan
Taskforce, since late February 2016
Dr. Yvonne Scruggs
Leftwich, 2020 Core Team
Member,
is
President/CEO, The Center for Community and
Economic Justice, Inc .
Michael Jalazo, 2020
Core Team Member, is
CEO & Executive Director, the Pinellas Ex-Offender Re-Entry Coalition
Watson L. Haynes, II,
2020 Core Team Member,
is President & CEO, Pinellas County Urban League
Charlotte Anderson,
2020 Core Team Member,
is Vice President, Operations, Pinellas County
Urban League
Rev. Louis M. Murphy,
Sr., 2020 Chaplain & Core
Team Member, is Senior
Pastor, Mt Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church

Mrs. Lounell Britt, 2020
Core Team Member, is Executive Director, The
James B. Sanderlin Neighborhood Family Center
Loretta Monroe Calvin,
Chairperson, 2020 Impact
St. Pete, is President &
Chief Strategist, Monroe
Consulting Group specializing in “Inclusion and Cultural Competency”
Karl Nurse, Chairperson, The 2020 Financial
Reinvestment Council, is a
two-term St. Petersburg
City Councilmember &
owner of Bay Tech Label
Gypsy C. Gallardo,
CEO, The 2020 Plan, is
CEO of Urban Market Analytics and Publisher of
The Power Broker magazine
To learn more about
the 2020 Plan: http://ulpinellas.iamempowered.co
m/ (select 2020 under
“What We Do”) © 2016
The 2020 Plan Task Force.
To receive 2020 Plan
updates
by
email:
coryadler.2020@gmail.co
m.
To reach Executive Directory Cory Adler: 727742-1757

Charlotte Anderson

Cory Adler

Deborah D. Figgs-Sanders

Harvey Landress

Karl Nurse

Loretta Monroe Calvin

Lounell Britt

Michael Jalazo

Rev. Louis M. Murphy

Watson L. Haynes, II
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  








  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.
  




 


  










Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.







 
  


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  




 

 

      
  
  








 

Victory Christian Center Church

 


 


  
  
 
  
  
 
   



Contact: 727-896-2922

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Worship
Sunday
   
10:30 a.m.
  

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 
 

 
   
 
   
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world hungry and thirsty for the word
of God. At St. Mark, we as a
body of believers are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for September

Sept 12-15 - NBCA Session: Cincinnati, OH
Sept 18 - Church Outing:
New Mt. Olive-4 p.m.
Sept 25 - 85th Church
Anniversary Pre Celebration
Service-Guest Church: St.
John Progressive M.B.
church, Tampa, FL. Rev. Dr.
Bartholomew Banks, Pastor
Sept 30 - St. Mark Business Meeting at 7 p.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday: 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general

public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Alpha and Omega
Scripture – “I AM Alpha
and Omega, the beginning
and the ending, says the
Lord, which is, and which
was, and which is to come,
the Almighty (Revelation
1:8).”
Denial – “I do not stop in
the middle of things. ”
Affirmation – “I finish
what I start.”
Alpha and Omega are
Greek words for the beginning and the ending. Jesus,
the Christ, decreed, “I AM
Alpha and Omega.” I AM is
the alpha or beginning of anything good. In my experience, when I begin my day
with silence and stillness, the
day is always more positive
and more productive. The
Alpha is the Omega. How
things begin is usually how

they end.
When we begin with an
awareness of the I AM of our
being, we are always off to a
good start. When we begin
putting God first, we can’t go
wrong. “Trust in the Lord
with all your heart and lean
not to your own understanding in all of your ways, acknowledge him and he will
direct your path (Proverbs
3:5-6).” When our motive is
the highest good for all parties concerned, all of the necessary resources come into
alignment with that intention.
“Seek first the Kingdom of
God and his righteousness
and all these things shall be
added unto you (Matthew
6:33).”
Instead of trying to fix
things that did not begin

properly, let’s focus on starting things right so that they
will end up right. It is always
easier to do it right from the
beginning then it is to correct
something that was faulty
from the start. Not only does
I AM empower us to start
things properly, but I AM empowers us to finish what we
start. I AM is the stick-toitiveness to finish what we
being. I AM is the perseverance to complete what we
start. Through the power of
the I AM, we can say like
Jesus said to every task, “It is
finished (John 19:30).”
Reflection Question – Are
there any projects that you
have started that you have
not finished? If so, what are
they and what is your plan to
finish them.

INVITATION SUNDAY AT
THE SHIP - The Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP”, will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services
at 7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at
9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM
(THE BEST ONE HOUR OF
YOUR DAY) AND “PRAYER &
WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD”
ALONG WITH “YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT 7:00 PM –
THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US -- YOU
DON'T WANT TO MISS ANY
OF OUR “WEDNESDAY
IN
THE WORD” STUDIES IN
GOD'S WORD. The public is
welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find that
all services place great emphasis on our Savior Jesus Christ
and His loving atonement for all
mankind. The Pastor, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Official Family
and the entire Church Family
extend to you a cordial invitation to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship.

September at the Ship
September 5-9, 2016 –
NBCUSA, INC. ANNUAL SESSION WILL BE HELD IN
KANSAS CITY, MISSIOURI.
September 12, 2016 at 7:00
pm – Pastor and First Family
19/39 Appreciation Celebrating
First Prayer and Planning Meeting, Dea. Arthur Reese, Honorary
Chairperson,
Dea.
Earnest & Larnetta Peterson,
Chairpersons and Min. Keith &
Carolyn Riggins, Co-Chairpersons are asking those members
desiring to be a part of this
Committee to be present and on
time, much to start planning for.
September 14-16, 2016 at
7:00 pm – REVIVAL – Holy
Christian Church, 4371 34th
Street South, Guest Evangelist,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor of
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church.
SEPTEMBER 17, 2016 AT
10:00 AM – THIRD QUARTER
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
– ALL MINISTRY LEADERS
ARE TO BE IN ATTENDANCE.
September 18, 2016 at 4:00
pm – Friendship to fellowship at

our Sister Church, New Hope
Missionary Baptist Church,
2120 19th Street South, Rev.
Carlos L. Senior, Pastor, Pastor
Evans is asking the following
Ministries to join him, the Adult
Mass Choir, Male Chorus and
Third Sunday Ushers as well as
our Members to be in attendance.
“THE SHIP” won't sail without YOU! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, 33712 Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our
FACEBOOK PAGE Visit West
Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 – MONDAY – FRI. FROM
9 AM - 3 PM.
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